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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following
provisions:
o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain
Officers.
(d) On April 10, 2017, the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Francesca’s Holdings Corporation (the “Company”) appointed Philip Bleser to serve as a Class
III independent director of the Company, effective April 17, 2017 (the “Appointment Date”). The Board also appointed Mr. Bleser to serve as a member of the
Board’s Audit and Compensation committees.
In connection with such appointment to the Board, Mr. Bleser will be entitled to receive the annual retainer in accordance with the Company’s director
compensation policy, which will be prorated for the period from the Appointment Date through the date of the Company’s 2017 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders. Mr. Bleser will also receive an award of restricted shares of the Company’s common stock under the 2015 Francesca’s Holdings Equity
Incentive Plan. The number of restricted shares shall be determined by prorating $100,000 for the period from the Appointment Date through the date of the
Company’s 2017 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and dividing that amount by the closing price of the Company’s common stock on the Appointment Date.
The award will vest in one installment on June 8, 2017, subject to Mr. Bleser’s continued service through such date. The terms and conditions of the
restricted stock award to Mr. Bleser are similar to the terms and conditions of restricted stock awards granted to the Company’s directors generally.
There was no arrangement or understanding between Mr. Bleser and any other person pursuant to which Mr. Bleser was appointed as a director of the
Company. There are no family relationships between Mr. Bleser and any director or executive officer of the Company, and Mr. Bleser has no direct or indirect
material interest in any transaction required to be disclosed pursuant to Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.
Item 7.01. Regulation FD Disclosure.
The Company issued a press release on April 12, 2017 announcing the changes to the Company’s Board as set forth in Item 5.02 of this Current Report on
Form 8-K. A copy of such press release is furnished as Exhibit 99.1 to this report. This information shall not be deemed “filed” for purposes of Section 18 of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and is not incorporated by reference into any filing of the Company, whether made before or after the date
hereof, regardless of any general incorporation language in such filing.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
99.1 Press Release issued by Francesca’s Holdings Corporation on April 12, 2017.
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Exhibit 99.1

francesca’s® Appoints Philip Bleser to Its Board of Directors
HOUSTON, TEXAS April 12, 2017 -- Francesca's Holdings Corporation (Nasdaq: FRAN) announced today that the Board of Directors (“Board”) has
appointed Philip Bleser as a member of the Board effective as of April 17, 2017. Mr. Bleser will serve on the Audit and Compensation committees of the
Board.
Mr. Bleser brings to the Board broad strategic, corporate governance, managerial, financial and operational experience as well as business leadership
expertise gained over the course of a distinguished career. Mr. Bleser held numerous senior leadership positions at J.P. Morgan Chase & Co., (“J.P. Morgan”),
which he joined in 1974. While at J.P. Morgan, he served as the CEO of Global Corporate Bank in North America from 2010 to 2015 and CEO of MidCorporate Banking from 2003 to 2010. Prior to his retirement from J.P. Morgan, Mr. Bleser served as the Chairman of Global Corporate Banking from April
2015 to July 2016. Currently, Mr. Bleser is a member of the Board of Trustees of Pace University in New York. From 2011 to 2016, he served as a member of
the board of directors of Private Export Funding Corporation where he also served on the Audit and Compensation and Development committees.
Rick Kunes, Chairman of the Board, commented, “We are excited to welcome Phil Bleser to the francesca’s Board of Directors. Phil’s deep experience in
managing one of the world’s largest banks will tremendously benefit the company. On behalf of the Board, we welcome Phil to francesca’s and look forward
to his invaluable future contributions.”
About Francesca's Holdings Corporation
francesca's® is a growing specialty retailer which operates a nationwide-chain of boutiques providing customers a unique, fun and personalized shopping
experience. The merchandise assortment is a diverse and balanced mix of apparel, jewelry, accessories and gifts. Today francesca's® operates approximately
671 boutiques in 48 states and the District of Columbia and also serves its customers through francescas.com. For additional information on francesca's®,
please visit www.francescas.com.
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